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- PARIS~The world hias been havihg )

“a field day with the realdife theiller
story ol plots, counterplots, drugs,
contraband and other James .Bond
divertissements apparently ~unfolding
as a consequence of the arrest in New
Jersey of @ minor Irench espionage
official charzed with dope smuggling.
- The verbal fallout from this event
has becomme absorbing reading matter
although much is without foundation.
Thus it is not apparently in any sense

the American CJLA, and its French

J‘true that there is a clash between

counte)palt S.D.ECE, mnor that®
SDE.CE. is being riven by internal
.purges.

: Dope and csp;onegc were certainly,
involved in the arrest Tast April of a
former SD.E.CE, agant named Roger
‘Delouette, Delouette was calling for
-an imported car loaded with 96 pounds
“of heroin, He claimed to be acling
under mslmcnons from an S. DLC E.
ofﬁclal

“The case ballooned in Importance.
Drugs, of course, are a major pre-
occupation in the United St ates, and
chauvmlstlc “steam was worked up

about the French poisoning Ameucan
youn sters.
- For their part, the IFrench haxe al-
‘ready been regaled with tales of how
SILE.CE, agents were involved in the
murder of 2 Moraccan lefi-wing politi-
©ian named Ben Barka, and of the so-
called “Topaz” case;  “Topaz” an
Ameucan novel, was bascd on charges
¢ an SD.ECE, agent in Wasbmaton

that high ¥French Government 0ff1c1a1~, .

were l'eaking information o Russia.
i S.DECE is a postwar organization
pf mixed antecedents. These mcluded
de Gaullg’s émigré intelligence organi-
zation in wartime London a similar
- structure in North Africa, parts of the
old Pétainist Second Bureau and Re-
sistance groups inside occupied France.,
-~ From its start, shortly after the war,
SDIL.CE. has besen preoccupied with
crises. First came Judochina, then the
cold war, Then there was the Algevian
- partisan conflict and finally the-strug-
gle with the O, A.S. (seeret A1my or-
gammhon) conspiracy.

The Algerian guerrillas depended omr

forelgn arms supplics, so SDECE]

£O8 into the brutal business of ﬂght-
ing gunrunners with dummy organiza-
tions such as the ruthless “Red Hand,”
Murder and kidnapping became one ”
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and also another bunch of hard nuts

who had served as Gaullist bully hoys
during the generals carly years of
exile: and who were called S.AC,
(Semce of Civic Action).

As Fr aucophone Africa. became in?
dependent, de Géulle’s Yifth Republic.
. organized a special intelligence branchi

under Jacques Foccatrt to kéep ihe
new states on the road to survival
and also close to Irance, 5.A.C. sur-
vivors joined that special secretarist,

When the Ben Barka case blew. in

1966 both Foccart's and S.D.X,CILs
name became tarnished by smnuaf

“De Gaulle decided to rein in SDECE"

and put it under the Defense Ministry,

replacing its boss with Gen, Eugtng

Guibaud, a repular officer.

Guibaud put SD.E.CE, into ifs proper
place in a civilian regime that had
terminated the threat of civil warn
He discharged unsavory thug clements,
He was asked to stay on an ¢xfra’
year and finally was replaced in 1670:
by Count Alexandre de Marenches.

In French eyes, Marenches, & Luoe’ 4

man, is the typical pro-“Anglo-Saxont

‘His wile is British, his mother w a8
American, his father served as liaison
officer on General Pershing's staff. He

speaks peifect English. Nevertheless,-
there is cvery evidence that he is a_
loyal French patriot of the same type’

as his predecessor, and there is no’
question of pro- or anti- Amencamsm
involved, .o [
Thus there is liitle truth in ta1es now,
circulating here about “settling old-
scores” between pro-Soviet and pro-
American cliques or doing away with

-nefarious double agents. Such rumors’

have heen spread by persons at éne or
another time associated with S.D.E.C. o

who have got into a pubhmty contest,

and the French opposition is frying to
embarrass the regime,

Nevertheless, since the student up-
risings of, 1968, after which/relations
with America  perceptibly improved,
Paris and Washington have had ex-
cellent working. uldtlons even on thel
secrel service Ieyel Furthermore; the
French are just as concerned with 1]10
drug pxoblcm as Anmcricans are.

The present furor is'a tempest in an

oblum pot. Onee, justice has taken its
course, it will blow over. No deeper
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